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1119/1 BAHASA INGGERIS

ASSESSMENT INSTRUMENT

Code : 1119/1
Marks : 85
Time : 1 hour 45 minutes

ASSESSMENT DESIGN
Paper 1 comprises 2 parts: Section A and B. All questions are to be answered.

Constructs assessed are as follow:

In Section A: Knowledge & Understanding (Reading Skill)
Application (Writing Skills)

In Section B: Application (Writing Skills)

The assembling of the instrument (test paper) is based on the Table of Specification and
constructs are being assessed in all contexts. The level of difficulty is based on expert
judgment.

Type of instrument Subjective written test
Type of items : Open response
Section : A: Directed Writing

B: Continuous Writing
Number of questions : A: 1 question

B: 5 questions (choose one)
Marks : A: 35

B: 50
Scoring : Holistic marking
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GENERAL PERFORMANCE OF CANDIDATES ACCORDING TO THEIR GROUPS

High Performance

Candidates in this group displayed very good linguistic ability and were able to address the task
accurately and clearly. Few grammatical mistakes were made and a flair for the language was
shown. Vocabulary was precise and varied. Varied sentence types and structures were
employed to achieve intended effects. The writing was coherent with appropriate use of
punctuation and paragraphing. They were able to use suitable connectors to link ideas and
sentences. Candidates in this group had little problem with the format. Ideas were well-
developed and the response had appropriate tone and style. Candidates made use of all the
information provided in the question.

Average Performance

Candidates with average performance showed understanding of the requirements of the task
but lacked the linguistic ability to write effectively. They were unable to sustain accuracy for
long. However, most of the errors were single word errors. Vocabulary was limited and
sentence structures repetitive. Answers generally displayed a lack of organization and
coherence. The content points were expressed clearly with most candidates using all the points
listed in the question. Ideas were developed but were at times disorganized. The correct
format, a letter, was used.

Low Performance

Candidates lacked the language competence and gave Section A the minimal treatment. There
was a high density of serious errors which caused blurring in meaning and in some places,
meaning was hardly comprehensible. In extreme cases, candidates merely copied the
guestions and did not attempt the question. Nonetheless, Section A did offer some opportunity
for the candidates to answer because guidance/points/key words were provided. For
candidates of this group, format might be completely missing or incorrect. Response was not
organized. Ideas were not developed or lifted without proper context. Some resorted to
stringing or use of words which showed little or no understanding. Some merit could still be
given for content. In very weak candidates, there was a noticeable use of Bahasa Malaysia and
interference from mother tongue.

The rest of the report will provide details on the performance of candidates in the above three
groups. Authentic responses are used (errors included) to give teachers and students an
insight into the finer points of what a good answer should be like as well as some of the pitfalls
to avoid. This can be realized by looking at the strengths and weaknesses of the candidates.
Some recommendations for teachers and students are provided at the end of each section.
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STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES OF THE CANDIDATES

Examples taken from the candidates’ responses

STRENGTHS
1. Format
B-10-7 yika Aman
Jalan Task Permpytun 3
Bondar Tun Ro2ak
56000 kuala Lumpyr .
& November 2002
Dear  Auclg,

The candidate is expected to know the correct layout of the different formats. In this case, the
candidate is able to provide a proper format for a friendly letter. A proper address and
salutation/ greeting is given.

Your loving m+er,

o

There is also an appropriate ending to the letter.

How are you doing i the Lond-Down-South of Awtrall? It has been ages $¢& s

1 last heard from you. Our parens and I are Starbing fo Jure and worny ower the e baby |

of owr fumily. We thapk God that we ave doing well btk hert in Malaysia  despire the

W ~thanging_weather condtions.

There is a proper greeting and a suitable introduction to the talk.
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2. Content

Candidates are required to focus on the requirements of the question. These requirements are
usually listed in the form of points. For 2012, candidates should be able to make use of all the
information/points. These content points are the details to be included in the letter based on the
guestion. The candidate is supposed to include all of them. The points are:

shopping list
necessary items
compare prices
cheaper brands
Budget

what you can afford
buy during sales
Discounts

own cooking
Cheaper

leisure time activity
think about cost

3. Accuracy

Moweover I thimk you Should start doing your own cooking more offtn. Homemade

meals Qv not only cheaper 3 is much ncalthier Yoo because vou know exattly what ingredients

gre added et uowr cooking, Besides, -wwat i i o great imnuhi‘ng\;gou fo gt _learn come

independince and shape yow fnto o govd wife M the haure. One other hoporturt advse advity you

showld censider ic wow much gow spend on lefure time achivities. Remember 4u shp and smeh the

mq;.gig:l alnght? Twink obow +he st ond do ol take our partals’ money for granted.

The candidate is able to produce a piece of writing that is almost entirely accurate (see example
above). Very few errors are made as the candidate understands the rules of the language
(grammar). As a result, the meaning is brought across clearly and effectively. The reader has
little difficulty understanding the letter. It is therefore imperative that the candidate prepares
himself by knowing and understanding the type of errors he is committing so that he can
improve in the accuracy of his writing.
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4. Sentence Structure

Furthermoee. 4oy should also cfick  wiih Your \:uo\qej'- Plan  how you are. Quing

Yo spend ysur motey Tor the month  and make suee You Yhove, spie, moiels femaining |
1 i b
i  festraint \30&A9d'§: from
‘Nz'ﬁb end of fhe modth, Mt{) advice. Yo You s Fro—rer—Rr

rfiboﬂbwmg [oonel fom
Youe {ﬁzﬁds o worse, ¢1illy loan Sharks.

Sentence structure is varied and sophisticated showing candidate's ability to use sentence
length and type to achieve an intended effect. In the above example, the candidate employs
different sentence structures to make the advice on spending money wisely, clear and effective.
Here, we can see the use of simple as well as compound and complex sentences.

5. Vocabulary

Durimj “he, 'Fesfwo 5&50(\8;“\0—% e \DW(\& 1o 5@ 30\{25.“1_& is Yo time b\vw
Can Wraaglp, e best dedls and 361' disounfs  or what Yo bu\j- I You have,

Cnou%h o s?end, mG\jbe, L[Jou, lan Tw %OW’@H“ &)% \7\&%;(\3 'H\;ﬂgs udu  want-
J

T is ako cheaper 1o do Your _own cuokimi1 than b edfing out espedially
¥ o

when You are oVerseqs. You qiuer bave, o stock up _Sotrp, iorediesis  and  prepule
v LI |

ijrg}f q_ Simple, meal. Mag}u vour rommate  cop Melp vou with et 0. If usy

Vocabulary is wide and used with precision. The phrases, “wangle the best deals” and “stock
up on” are used accurately and carry the precise meaning that is required. The reader knows
exactly what the candidate is trying to convey. It is advisable for the candidate to have a good
range of vocabulary and know how to use it correctly.
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6. Organisation

Firdt and foremgt o You Enow what Shoppind, really 87 T ig not

Obout  Spending  Monay  Od bugino\ ‘«mhq& Tere 18 6 1o coled Window QL\QPP‘.,-\ql

Q‘SO L’\aw(\ as SL\QP W:{‘“Qkﬁt hﬁ&\i . 1 L’Q\” '“,,a-}- \ﬂou are @ d{‘erh\‘m_a ss‘QP(’Q’"

T“GTC_%(Q' tale a Stﬂoﬂﬁinq t\S{ Gangists  of Qr\l,_& RSSany Wems . YOu do not herwa

o ‘Ouu\ QUQ_{\\H’\\"\ql You krow . Next | Wwndow Sl‘oppmq ok Wak Wik that you do ~ot
7 F

Qhus Onything while 4ou are ot Ghg about. M 15 ‘ert:pu o ompore p@S t akrowltdae

brand et e cheoper  Ond aguire the Sare quatiee With  what you  Wuall, have.

Paragraphs are well planned, have unity and are appropriately linked. In the example
above, use of connectors such as First and foremost, therefore and Next helps in the
organization of the writing. The ideas flow smoothly and the reader is able to follow the
ideas expressed rather easily. Thus, candidates are expected to use logical and sequence
connectors to help organize their writing.

7. Punctuation

Firk and  foromast  do gou Erow whiot Shopeing really 17 T is ot

Gbout  Spinding Moy Ord  buging  trings: Thae 15 6 1o coMled Windows Shapping

ais  known as SL\GP without morey -1 ko et you ara @ dedermmine d Skopeq.r.

On the whole, punctuation is accurate and helpful to the reader. In the example above, the
candidate is able to punctuate accurately, making good use of the comma, question mark,
quotation marks and full-stop to aid the reader in the reading of the letter. Thus, it would be
helpful for the candidate to have a good grasp of the whole range of punctuation marks and how
to use them effectively.
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8. Spelling

Fodlormore . You ma ty Sser. That Mo that You ama 6 Remate .

ke QRmala Beqaire te a‘ot(ﬂv\ %o ok our OwWA . heaf- Se L&L all taeng Cook. Your

own  ONeale fagt U bk g dianoe L B IS defintely Croaper Hhot woy 85 You ~ed ot

Epmd o fuch ‘\Or i“ﬂ— 6 Sk of j(ﬂqgt Nexk ¢ on LﬂSUﬁQ ‘\.WQ achivitves. T hawe oo

Spelling is accurate across the full range of vocabulary used, especially with difficult words. In
this case, words those are often spelled wrongly by most students, such as Furthermore and
definitely, are spelled correctly.

9. Style and Tone

o dar Sder T oreally hope Mot T ouid tep wour heloik of

SPM% vith. dese  Rps. Make Sure to cu:.pl.J Ond 8o maport tf gou faa g

~

d‘*ﬁ'm\{_\‘u.l have  te 9o Gnd Oo M leedd: Tole we of Yourte I Ataendq .

Senct Iy reqorels to your  Pears. Gocdloys.

As the question requires the candidate to write a letter to his sister, the appropriate style and
tone should be informal, friendly and warm. The reader can feel that this could be a real letter
to a younger sister, as in the above example.

BahasaInggeris 1 7 Kupasan Mutu Jawapan SPM 2012



WEAKNESSES

1. Format

The candidate does not include all the elements of a friendly letter (address, salutation and
signature). The purpose of the letter may not be evident or the letter is not concluded

appropriately. Candidates preparing for this paper are advised to know the layout of the various
formats as mentioned below;

friendly letter
formal letter
article
speech
dialogue
report

2. Content points

becavit  the budgel 07 very cheper + Y0V g wetd o leiesrg  tme autivites
tn think abwi  ywr cort - YV wwel  to Think thie bewwe it ir very !

o funi

In the example above, meaning expressed for the content point “leisure time activities” is
unclear. The candidate is supposed to be stating that leisure time activities should not cost too
much. So, if they were to choose the activities to participate in, they should consider the cost.

Yran buy focd o+ Yo the chall. For Yhe \as | Yoo
must  lelsuce Nme Poc morce O‘C';'?'M‘J—v‘.eJ‘TH,n\L obotr Ythe

Oo.\)r o\koﬁ 2

In the above example, the point mentioned is also not expressed well as the meaning is
distorted.

Ei°°d for  healtl, 2wy 0\"66\09\’."\\2»; Yo must \C.'rch Hong
achuhec. You wmust  Fhialke  oleut  cost.
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Content points are expressed as given in the question without any effort to make the meaning
clear to the reader, for example leisure time activities. This is more of stringing words
together.

3. Accuracy

\(;.g_w.xL a Bg\ﬁinc\s Ag(’\f\o\ %Q\ES.,U\OU Con je\ a A?%Ccu\‘\*s ‘QO(‘
= = = = =

every A;\'x?v*c\g \3‘7\0* Wew \)\)\A\S - Duriﬁg Sales , oe Caon bOUq\'\\‘
=1 €2 ~ ) 7

Sc _mongy 5,\'\\,-,3 Yok ee Mee and use W\ aek @ Meeimania

Lo . Thais t8 Alse Yhe way  Whow ‘e E?ené Veur Mone:

UJVSe\\i.
=

Serious errors are made by the candidates reflecting a lack of understanding of some grammar
items. Candidates should always take note of the errors they make in their writing and take
steps to understand and correct them. The common errors made by the candidates are shown

in the examples below.

e Singular/Plural

Other +han thot make O  budget of 7hinge

you need fo spead on- Bq'otoﬁ:—j this ,  you wil
4 7 |4 (¥4

The example above shows a few of these errors made by the candidate :things, a discounts,
every things and so many thing.

e Preposition

The candidate should have written “a budget for things”

WAK oown all the hecumy Hems . In Case you will mizsed Some Of TF.

Voru mus+ a,{wa(f: N rvem ber Fhot 5«4\3 e %H‘\\j +ho t You hepol , not the

thing  fhat you wont . You must compare Hu prices of +he Tms before

~ you purchose . This 3 becauee different Supermarked may charge

different prices On fome producﬂ% ’ Puhﬁf‘ 5"0“ Bsin (ookh\_g for choaper
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e Wrong verb form

The candidate should have written miss instead of missed and |ook instead of |ooking.
They should be well-versed in using the:

present tense form
present participle
past tense form
past participle

One moce Mina ¥s a gour ocuwsn coa\lng - Mlhen
- (] S

wou e Coeklan , Uos can gsave o bB¥ of Troney Mok
== =)

Vo Q\&)QQ\\S use == Soc Eadrs o st Teslaucank 70\)
"U ]

e Articles

In the above example, the article a before the word ‘your’ is not required. On the other hand,
the article a/the is required before the word restaurant.

4. Vocabulary

L vy l/mp@ o) _advice will help vouAom speading
Y0 MUth monem m H\LU ﬂJrWe We lnope 92/7 hear ﬂour féfz@
Soon Take carz- we  |ove Hou.-

There is evidence of wrong vocabulary used. The word help should be replaced with prevent
while the word hear_should be replaced with receive. Limited vocabulary or wrong word usage
is indicative of a lack of reading or exposure to the language.
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Furthburmere. . You shou/d own cooklng 2t home oue fo lack

of mony . There ore a (ot advantages for own tooking . Ouwn Cookfng

Jg more Cheaper than outside food and also healthrer fhan ouktide food -

Thiy 17 because Qa#ﬂg food outside pmbab{y wil have Servit thargt - You can

have heatthy ating because faere 11 o MSG Tn Your Ouwn Ceoking Foools -

In the above example, the candidate is repeating the phrase own cooking 4 times in just a short
paragraph. This clearly shows his lack of vocabulary. He could have used different vocabulary
to express the same ideas and not depend on the words given in the question for example,
prepare your own food, dont eat out.

5. Sentence structures

Fiat of - all | You musdf have o Ihc'rppimg list for You +o

BhEE dasn o e hecumy Hems . In cate you will miased Some of I#.
not +he

Vou must alw ays Remem bar +hot 5‘4\5 e ‘H/n",g +hat You heed ,

g fhak you want . You must compare fhe prices of fhe Tmr before

you purchase it . This 3 6Lcau_u different Supermarked may chorge

Sentences structures are repeated, giving the above paragraph a monotonous effect. In the
above example, the candidate relies heavily on the structure “... you must ...” A candidate
should vary his sentence structures to write more effectively.

6. Spelling

Cheaper Dronds - The firdh aovise S bogoget- Now Shooid bodged

your meoney for oina@ +hing3
yowr money before uou spending £ . The odged con SAave Yyoor meney
3 or anything
Fordh s _(yoU going 40 oy swiril Ypu Shoold going went

Dow DVANG Soes mecovse Yheafime Is discoomis ime . Yoo con Soy

Misspelling in some words: third and fourth. It is advisable for candidates to take note of their
weaknesses in spelling especially for common words.

BahasaInggeris 1 11 Kupasan Mutu Jawapan SPM 2012



7. Style and tone of the speech

'My (mnq_wofotco! roml- Comes ‘(e an Cr\ol an feﬂef-("nq Lmlc ‘{ SCEMs ‘\‘La+ ‘k._s

-F'-"f ‘w +LL 'Fﬁ,‘l’ {-W‘( {LA‘(' I Lave w{*!fﬂ 50 W\ﬂf\’ warnlj Iv\ CW\C{'AMUA I Lrl yotA

o\qonm ‘{ Le«x( ﬂ’ '{Ln( ILgyg 5a d’ ‘y\ n\ﬂo‘ ou\d 'F Yaq are l‘t«x n:} ‘I‘L,S \n u{ ol l‘\m
I L J qooJ 01"\! ‘{'a YOV‘ TL&} o3 ;{ L 'Jﬁ) 'CM'Q_WC”:

The tone is not particularly suitable. This candidate sounds too formal and stiff for a letter to his
sister. The candidate should employ a more friendly and informal style and tone.
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Recommendations for candidates

1. Read the instructions/rubric carefully before answering the question — be sure of the format
and the task. Underline the key words or task that is required to be performed so that you
do not forget to complete the task as you write the essay.

2. Use all the content points given in the rubric. Tick the content points you have used to
ensure that all the content points are in.

3. Use appropriate tone: be aware of the audience whether it is addressed to the Principal,
teachers or students so that you know whether you need to be formal or informal in your
approach.

4. For good students, try to use sophisticated structures and precise vocabulary. For average

students, do not write long sentences because the tendency to make mistakes is higher.

To improve your spelling, use a dictionary when necessatry.

Do not take punctuation lightly. Punctuation errors can be serious errors and can cause

ambiguity.

7. Read widely to improve general knowledge and vocabulary

oo
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Recommendations for teachers

Norwd

©

Teach students to understand the task of the question and to identify the main content
points.

Students ought to be given practice on writing in different formats/layout like letter, report.
Remind the students to allocate the last 5 to 10 minutes for checking.

Students should be taught to use Standard English, not slang.

Remind the students to use all the content points given in the rubric.

Devote more time on grammar so that the students will be able to write grammatically
correct sentences.

Train students to write a variety of sentence structures. Teach them how to use the
different types of structures appropriate to the tone required in the task.

Encourage reading and playing of language games like scrabble, boggle and crossword
puzzles.
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SECTION B (QUESTION 2) —CONTINUOUS WRITING

In this section, the main objective is to assess the candidates’ ability to produce a piece of
continuous prose in accurate Standard English. It tests the candidates’ ability to respond
relevantly and creatively to a task chosen from a number of alternatives. As in each year, five
varied topics are given and the candidate has to write a composition of about 350 words on one
the topics. The candidates are advised to spend one hour on this section and the mark
allocated for it is 50.

GENERAL PERFORMANCE

Overall, candidates did not fare well in this section. The majority scored below the median while
very few belonged to the top range. This shows the weakness of the candidates in the writing
skills. Some candidates did not even attempt this section. Increasingly, more candidates are
resorting to memorized or prepared responses rather than making a genuine attempt.
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GENERAL PERFORMANCE OF CANDIDATES ACCORDING TO THEIR GROUPS

The general performance of candidates is based on three ability groups:

High Performance

This group showed a marked linguistic ability and creativity. They were able to produce a
relevant and creative piece of continuous prose. They also displayed a good flair of the
language. The language used was almost entirely accurate and very few errors which were first
draft slips or minor errors were made. Sophistication, maturity of thought, creativity and
originality were clearly visible when they put their ideas and thoughts onto paper. Vocabulary
and expressions were apt and precise. Paragraphs were well-planned and the topic was
addressed with consistent relevance. Ideas were well-organised, well-developed and coherent.
Hence, the writing was able to arouse the reader’s interest and it was sustained throughout.

Average Performance

The candidates in this group showed adequate understanding of the requirement of the task.
Development of ideas lacked creativity, depth and maturity. Vocabulary lacked precision with a
tendency to use repetitive words and structures. This was mainly due to lack of linguistic ability
to write effectively. They were not able to sustain accuracy for long. Linguistic errors were
frequent and serious. The writing in this category often displayed a lack of organization and
coherence, making the composition uninteresting or lacking in liveliness and interest value.

Low Performance

The candidates’ responses showed minimal understanding of the requirement of the task. They
displayed poor linguistic ability. Lack of language competency sometimes resulted in giving the
topic minimal/partial treatment. Their ideas were hardly developed. The content may be
comprehensible but high incidence of serious errors often resulted in the blurring of meaning. In
some cases, the word order and sentence structures reflected mother tongue interference. As a
result, the responses lacked cohesion, were disorganized and almost incomprehensible with
frequent extended errors which made reading of the script difficult. In extreme cases,
candidates merely copied all the 5 topics or the rubric from Directed Writing. Some did not even
attempt the question at all.
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STRENGTH

1. Accuracy

oo world full of ecomomic upturns and downturns, money is o evidently a mecessity

tu_everyone, regardless of which orea of +he globe yow live in. yndoubtedly, many equatt money;

Wwih power and awdhorihy , hence the hunger and greed for weatth is great. However, in the bid

Jo eom more +hon we aly(%kayg " we fr tend Ho M’,g‘(d' +he Fad Hhod we Ra? 07\'” Wwﬂ we | .

Sow - Not only that. if we spend 05 muth 06 we earn then whal is the poM  eaming more?

With thed W mind . ) believe that +hert it much impoitante in saving mvnelLﬂr the future,

Language is entirely or almost entirely accurate except for very occasional first draft slips that
are generally not reflective of the candidates’ overall ability. The above is a good example of
this. He is addressing the topic “Saving money for the future”. The paragraph is accurate with
no grammatical errors. Meaning is clear throughout.

2. Sentence Structure

?mgg,\-\-\\,t T Ahe PoAMce cmd an emloloveg. came . MOR Awd | aag owr stodkaiments

Ko the oo Wiwile e avlsulomes, foole Mg Wqured wom e te wosprtan - They wad
y 3 ‘

e ook dwe G okugartww\-\— to Qe e ofer van. e ae wos deod .

Sentence structure is varied and sophisticated showing the candidate’s proficiency in the
language and the ability to use sentence length and type to achieve an intended effect. The
above example shows the candidate’s ability to use sentences to make his writing effective.
Candidates must also use a combination of simple, compound and complex sentences to
enhance their writing.

3. Vocabulary

'i’b [ ’é"\"‘i’\l\’kﬂr{

\:?‘54 o‘F o\[{ ‘ko Save V“"Wy oM Siw ‘ have J(o et w:’l-\q Thic wma
Lopo sy 4. y
Szem ok\r om3 {a "’LC pmn{’ ‘F Wﬂo"oﬂy\ Lu\(' “(LL'CMC‘L S ,m\n[ —u\aF '{uo MW‘ -quy

% M"\lﬂysmr\s >PCMI %thle /\J Save ‘(’oo \{JL L‘AHQJ \"Io «’(atsl Gense JF Sec«r'('
\l(fex(’end
with dete lchle p"’bJ‘( credi+ chs peop\e »eFer(wm{ e m selves -ﬁmncuﬂ

les

[eaa{ {l(w,elng o -(-L<, po\"l\ '{ Baiile mph., .nhs gqf&l's Lodﬂ ggzl— : ;lenalefs)
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Vocabulary is wide, sophisticated and used with precision. The above candidate employs
words/expressions like to the point of monotony, Lulled into a false sense of security, and
overextend themselves to put forward his ideas clearly

4. Organisation

U‘L\ So\riv:;’\ ola:/%_ S0 w'—‘”'\ ag r'vquL\ elegﬂnce oy I Cotn -qq;fyc.. yn‘dsl’((‘. TL:S
em pos‘.k.“m w\wﬁjo o 'Cuf“L(( -{«- ot qu 4vs;< '{Lc attento., 5p0m fF LJL Yuwrsm\a/

wang - I’ Lf v\_gL‘k‘\‘-‘- ‘(0 & C\*’L‘ omo{ 5:'( M uo«r"'ﬂg war’ks as Y emewm Le( ’(o

Save omol \CJLW Jc\\e aoLM( -vérw(— ql;orc ‘usa-{- 1 Larc &\-V\f('ﬁl':ngl:.l wr:’f‘(’('\ 1(or JLe
e |

v

\a(v\e'ﬁt(' o‘F 0V€¢1qw£>3 '\(‘.mvws.
7

Paragraphs are well-planned, have unity and are appropriately linked. This helps greatly in the
flow of ideas. In the example above, the candidate provides a suitable conclusion to his
response. The candidate should also provide an interesting opening paragraph to draw the
attention of the reader. Subsequent paragraphs should be appropriately linked so that the
essay will be cohesive and convey a smooth flow of ideas.

5. Punctuation

Y Anewa L " I cleared my troat hépinj o Make ™My Presence

noviced. Nine Pa?fs of »haun-h‘nﬂ ey/es stpred clereekic c’v‘ru:-(—!y Fnfo mineg .

T fu4 uneasy - " Pon't Ve ofraidd ," I muttered Uneaciny . Y Rut where

ave  your parents 77 I asced , concerned .

On the whole, punctuation is accurate and helpful to the reader. In the above example, the
candidate uses a range of punctuation marks (the speech marks, exclamation mark, comma,
full-stop and question mark) and this helps in the reading as well as to convey the meaning.
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6. Spelling

\-now e‘c‘e u‘f -(r\omc‘m[ aoiw‘—g_ o‘lv\ ce. Ful' ease g'r ge[o\\u»‘“"\ Gl\v\u (U\{(qor \2c “'Lz

((4-'\1«/‘/‘: :w&o J!w.s ?a(is 5 '“{ ‘C‘l"r" E{.% Tc’n{ cL\‘Urev\sLJMtv\“‘-ﬂT' L\“%Lf CJM“WA-

l}vx:f«;:“(i omol co((uvu ‘(C-(s cAan 50"‘"“;“‘\{5 f“““i‘g Ra) '\5“"0'\0‘\\“\( '{;%“"55 AN ‘(’""“n/‘/

‘\L{ omivade onrs. (rovernment aricerslieg cost le:% Vb 32ttt sAll no memn sam &
Al

Lg *\_.‘g‘cl WLL M:(_g,\r\l’ Is) ‘,J( 2 quOslfs a Sotr(l sﬁq’u {.J(C {’«ﬂ%qrs vm«L[z

Spelling is accurate across the full range of vocabulary used. Here, the candidate handles
commonly misspelled words like explanation, Government, astronomical and trifled with

confidence.

7. Subject Matter

Lz “(r‘«gc-l w&L Msf j‘w‘u\L 1S, ‘«k B5S oLvo;,s QA Soffy x‘«?’ur {.. 5¢& {'«mtggrs W\«L[z
t = g 4
_\o SAtSRE "l\LAr 51«,.9\::5 Y on tesitade o L:q'll( [mr&nh ((5«”"\'\3 'Lram ‘?Lc excesse s
) U >

o Sheie pqmv\‘t‘s J.uim 'LL:f Y°'“‘qr/ O‘L\;s' P"‘""‘LS i bece I 59«1‘({«”;_

qJJms o _ chw-/- Oul wopefh""ﬂ ‘n sq“g‘ﬂp Monty s -ﬂ\e monita L‘:'D

Sare 'l[er a Lc{-{e/ ‘A\LWC ‘cr er oL le‘(n

The candidate above is able to provide a profound perspective on financial matters. He is
aware of his audience and engages them by making a passionate appeal to them to save
money for their future. Candidates should strive to create interest in the readers and sustain it

throughout the writing.
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WEAKNESSES

1. Accuracy

The candidates’ lack of proficiency in the language is reflected in the various kinds of errors
made.

Yeeth, T edt down G0 talke Yrealctast: Then T waid for

m (honds aF My house 45 1+ was My dad who is faking

M/S Y fort Didzson T waited for 7 hours keqfore m«/)

o s «Qnallv; ¢ howed dp ot my house . 7 +01 my )

ot H)eu) are the, &w&s \,Jho aré ?]ovf‘ﬁ with me - 7}7%}

The common errors made by the candidates include:

e Tenses
.

The candidate should have used the pasttense in these two places: ... my dad who was
taking ... and | told my dad that they were the friends who were going with me.

my paren-te ot pot encourag® ME Yo use  public  trangpord . A[SO

when using public tranSport they are crowoded of peop e anc/

r+ wi/) may happen . Ssomething  thot we olo not expect ke
we usuc ity ceen . In Jelevision . So I wil meey my  Prendg a4
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¢ Preposition
The candidate should have used crowded with people and seen on television instead.

In oddition , MNgponsthittes of He 3—evwnrv\.w!- v realty

Prporfant . The Goverhiunt Fhoulof hetol o Campargn about fhe Mmporfanc
T 154 f G i,

of clean linees fo morntes Hu CeanltAets tvery Corner of our Country -
a— v

This can maoks crfizen M ow Ceuntry pay moe Odentith o A Tmportence

of cteanlivete. The goverameafr Showid werk fegefier wrth mMedns 1

fo  haiing 0o yartenien f Haot Qbouk Tmportanc °f cdeaniinauts . The

governmant may printed tHae olutorls and buportante of cfronimess
¢ e

in Pews p ap et ool mogazinel o Hak Qvaryens Th our ountry  Can
o v v v

remol (¥ -

e Wrong verb form

In the above example, the candidate makes two errors with regards to verb form. He should
have written “...should hold ...” and “... may print...”.

finally ake this happen- we al aeuazd to Stay 2 Jays
1 nght at the Port Dickgon- We all agreed thot Duront |
Should brieg their _ovn_pocker mor# - |

e Article

In the above example, the article the before Port Dickson is not needed. In other cases, articles
may have been omitted.

MRANWIAR , moy Otngr Covs stowed. ovd ¥ S cqupavk cowe fo g o
1 T AR

Welpivg, Wond - Soane_ \rived smoter e Tlowgs avdd a Gupe of twema \zxe&@ﬂ
< (W} N

divect e passmg Toflic . We coud wik Ao Qupttaing o _help e Slher drivey
Ko A\
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Singular/Plural

In the example above, the candidate should have written
occupants came ...".

...many cars stopped and their

Towimg were w'\:eol off. I  shoot My head 1n  dicherieve . Yed 1

rw\isw’ Wt T wusk Wave et one ©of ~Mpge fanddies.

e Wrong parts of speech

In the above example, disbelieve (a verb) should be replaced with disbelief, that is a noun.
Other examples of parts of speech commonly used wrongly include adjectives and adverbs.

Lost bub not [eaat, FiponstbIiies of parent® N also

Inportant - Thts 1 becauge parentt N tp, role Mooded foweards el

chrtdren . Parentt must le‘egA foke care for flu Ceanlimess So Thot

Haeit ohifdren will Mfueee by Hhom . Parents Shoutd also Haeh Hei

e Subject-verb agreement.

In the excerpt above, reponsibilities of parents are instead of is, and parents is should be
replaced with parents are.

2. Clarity of meaning

Mo e :'tg—%\ \Des'rt‘—-(‘e mercied . 12 f\c’vl Q’x—oc\n e w\gk oo Wae
e —r

Loank  vhorel ed e w‘\*\\ w\t\o\\‘ SXOQ) ok oIV e Qeve \DOJ‘\(\QFS‘
[ ' ) A}

ecies - Alenesk l(\\‘\wi we Qe Yla Ahe Loed\d eed o toney -
~S

Weak students struggle to communicate meaning in their writing. Sometimes, meaning does
not come across to the reader like in the example above.
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A the same Hime, aa-w&ﬁ‘e‘s‘ Inildre will A wmee
advantzges  on whot they need bearuse tre
parents Aidht woc\-:)'\ e aantilly Then, the
dnldrens  will ask cxr\m\mvg ‘o elr. paverds  aboud
o use e woney Yemuse Yoo yparents  didink
Y reaX 3<\’\6W\ mcelq

At times, the meaning is only fairly clear. The reader is not quite sure what the writer is trying to
say.

3. Vocabulary

Brsrelrr fhof , cleantineds of hou.r/m,? area T feally imporfant

Esprcially there Ore Many chitolren. Clemntinezs of Aouh\% area  Con

prevent dU‘é}"u fever. Cadeg of ohmjw frur nereatt 0(59 by oLnL;y

o MOmy pleplr Are wWorry about T noweolayy . Cheanlinus of
i ¢ A 14

koum} orea Cow QfSo providy  Arghbourhoed tu Ve Th Comforiabie
N v

omol Cleawr Condifion: In the presonee OF  Clednlimass, zv%gw M

In the above example, the candidate seems to be lacking in vocabulary and has to resortto
repeating the phrase cleanliness of housing area.

4. Sentence structures

hiier we gt the oplical shop , we wod o cinemn - W walthed
o wovit > Jumgs Bond - W ol like 4 ke in Ukl - Film ~ B i
bvave , gentle and alee  handsome CBesdes walhed 0 movie , We ale afe the
DU Lo A ‘W mveae we fesl c Wioa0 vy happy  becaor 4 wmovit e Very

wondevfy| -

Sentences structures are repeated, giving the following paragraph a monotonous effect. The
candidate tends to begin the sentence with, “We ...”
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5. Spelling

3 and o
t‘iou%hfp\ oto twe Acss \ereg . The cars Awein  SeEpRIo: ene. Seevaed

Ko up e emoaGment  bekore. X logk mongvduwa and @??\L& vacksards

Due fo Hw dedme Of eonliness nowo.clqﬁ\r fa Goverment

hay fthe obliﬁ,aﬁon to finol "emof” bui to ne Qval - P&fka.pd the  heed

The two candidates here struggle with the spelling of two commonly misspelled words
separated and government

6. Punctuation

Naxsr 13‘"_ yov ,o\ooé 10 Loo\&;nf\c\.\d\)u o cood Bor

o™ DN o SavR MO w It T\(f‘:fﬁ‘l‘ b,ag“‘g xoou\" moﬂ-eb
' gou ee—e— se buw Pood Row  the  stoll - Flably,

In the example above, there should be a comma after cooking and Its should have been written
It's (apostrophe missing).
my gavdy form 5 4w in fmk Jugro - Bfer |
woiting _my SPm rezqiiC. one doy s 1 gme Ule
j‘n«fernJej becaule [ _Qm COntinvou¢  grudy  in S7fm
Crhorem 62 or Collgoge -$o ( ame opple o £TPmMm

Candidates sometimes use text (SMS) language. In this example, | is used in the lower case.
Another common error is the use of “u” in place of “you”.
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Recommendations for Candidates

Cultivate the reading habit to enrich vocabulary
Write the required number of words, as some wrote far short of the required number of
words.
Organize the essay in paragraphs.
Edit the essay after completing it.
Correctional fluid/tape is not encouraged as writing can be smudged or words omitted.
Remember to indicate the question number of your answer.
Try to be more ambitious in terms of :
o variety of sentence structures.
o sophisticated and extended vocabulary
. interesting expressions

N e

Nogkw
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Recommendations for Teachers

1. Incorporate different teaching strategies to teach writing especially for weak students e.qg.
parallel writing, paragraph writing, process writing,

2. Teach students to plan before they start to write. Use mind-maps etc.

3. More emphasis on grammar and spelling. Have sufficient grammar practice.

4.  Journal writing could be a good way for students to express their ideas and by having

more writing practice, they may not encounter writer’s block.

Have extensive reading programmes for students.

Organise writing competitions

oo
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